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Langley Heritage Society 

P.O. Box 982 
Fort Langley, B.C. 

V1M 2S3 

Want to 

Know More? 
 

Langley Heritage Society  
is online! Go to 

www.langleyheritage.ca  
for society news,  

membership information, 
photographs, project  

updates, our blog and more. 

President’s Message 

{October 2013} 

 

Country Celebrations at Campbell Valley is a special 
event that provides an opportunity to meet the  
public and discuss our concerns. This year we 
shared our space with the “Hands on Heritage” 
group who received amazing public support. I want 
to thank everyone who volunteered at this event. It 
is very gratifying to receive so much interest and 
appreciation. 
 
The Heritage BC Conference and Awards  
programme will be held at the Shadbolt Centre for 
the Arts in Burnaby on October 18.  We are very 
pleased that the Langley Heritage Society will be 
receiving an Award of  Honour for the care and 
commitment demonstrated in the completion of  the 
Dixon Farmstead. We are gratified that our  
agricultural history is being recognized in this way, 
especially when our competitors are the many  
multi-million dollar projects in Vancouver and  
Victoria. I wish to thank the directors and  
members for their support, as well as all the  
volunteers and employees involved in this project. 
     
We thank Elaine Horricks, Langley Heritage  
planner, for her interest and photo documentation 
and also for the nomination from the Township. 
   
Fred Pepin 
LHS President 
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“Looking at Langley History: 

Aldergrove remittance man” 

{by Maureen Pepin}  
 

Contrary to stories about the early pioneers who were beloved by all, there were 
a few “characters” who lived in the area of  Aldergrove. According to neighbor 
Ben Smith, who told this story in “The Place Between”, Alistair and Gertrude 
MacKinnon resided on a small property on the southwest corner of  Old Yale 
Road and LeFeuvre from the time they arrived after World War I until 1944. 
 
Alistair (or “Old Mac” as he was called by Ben Smith) came from a well-to-do 
family in Glasgow, Scotland, but apparently was a black sheep who had been  
hustled away to Canada with an annual annuity from his family. Alistair had 
served during World War I as a runner, and as a result of  his annuity he did not 
have to get employment. This remittance man (as people in this situation were 
called) puttered around his property, tended chickens, chopped wood, cleared a bit 
of  brush, worked a small vegetable plot and harvested fruit. His hobbies included 
reading and taking long hikes, often as far as Abbotsford and back. 
  
He had a distinctive trademark in the way he dressed: he never wore denim or 
khaki overalls like the rest of  his neighbors; he always wore a tweed cap, a vest 
and jacket, plus a MacKinnon tartan tie and scarf. For trousers, he wore leggings 
(leather re-enforced) which were thrust into puttees or knee length boots, highly 
polished. To complete this gentlemanly ensemble, he wore a heavy watch chain 
and fob, carried a walking cane, and always had a pipe and a pouch full of  tobacco. 
  
Gertrude MacKinnon, who came from the Lancashire area of  England, was  
always involved in little ventures to make extra cash. For two summers, she ran a 
tea room serving tea, cakes and sandwiches to travelers on the Old Yale highway. 
She brought in cases of  pop and even ice cream on Sundays - in the days of  no 
freezers! She had sheep for awhile, but they were attacked by wild dogs. Later, she 
had a “Convenience Store” where she sold bread (Shelley’s 4X), goods from the 
HBC Store, Fort Garry tea and coffee, chocolate bars, hard candies, scribblers, 
pencils and so on. One of  her last ventures was a youth hostel: she fixed up and 
wall-papered an old shed, and provided bed and breakfast to hikers or cyclists. 
 
The MacKinnons had no children and never bothered much with their neighbors 
or community. According to Ben, Old Mac was a jolly chap, but Mrs. Mac was 
domineering. Old Mac was involved in the Home Guard during World War II. 
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Above: The 1913 class at Glenwood School with teacher Annie Edith Steel on the far left. 
Annie was born on September 26, 1895 to Fred and Margaret Anne Steel, nee Beaton.  
Annie, who married Clarence Boardman in 1914, is the granddaughter of  Alexander 
Beaton. Photograph courtesy of  the Langley Centennial Museum, Photo #733.  

 

The Langley Heritage Society’s 

Douglas Day Potluck Dinner 
 

Date: Friday, November 15  
Location: Fort Langley Community Hall 
 
Please make note of  the new times: 
5:30 – 6:00pm – Meet & Greet 
6:00pm – Welcome & Dinner 
 
Guest speaker will be John Aldag, from the Fort Langley National Historic Site. 
 
RSVP:  Please let Rosemary Genberg know if  you are coming and what your pot 
luck contribution will be via email povertyhill@shaw.ca or phone 604-534-2338. 
 

mailto:povertyhill@shaw.ca
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“Down by the station” 

{by bays blackhall}  

 

Another very wet patch of  weather meant fewer visitors at the Langley Heritage 
Society’s CN station site this month; however, those who did visit were from all 
over the world. We had tourists from the UK, Poland, Germany and even one  
couple from Japan. 

All seemed to really enjoy the train history and, of  course, the fun of  the model 
railroad experience in the caboose with engineer, Gerry Landsman. Some families 
returned for several Sunday afternoons at the requests, or demands, of  their little 
children. 

One of  the attractions in September was the lovely FLAG show in the Baggage 
Room as part of  the Langley “Art Tour.” Now, FLAG is closed until May but the 
anniversary show is still on for a few more weeks at the Langley  
Centennial Museum. This show is a “must see” as each weekend, one of  the  
artists will be “at work.” It is great to see the works done by some of  the  
original founders of  FLAG, most of  whom are still working artists. 
 
The next big weekend at the station will be the Cranberry Festival and the 
crowds that celebration brings. It is 10 years since the “Railroaders” sold the 
fresh berries on the platform. It was fun even though we all got rather wet and 
sticky. 

We have said goodbye to Irupe and Linda; they will be missed by us all.  However, 
we very much enjoyed our farewell luncheons with them both: Irupe’s lunch at 
the good old Lampliter with the railroad committee and the party for Linda and 
Greg at the pub with the Langley Heritage Society  Board. Bays presented each 
of  them special scarves from the society: a silk one for Irupe for Peru and a wool 
one for Linda and Greg to help survive the Winnipeg winters. Lotte presented 
good luck cards signed by the executive and the committee. 

The Station committee is now involved in preparing the Station house  
for the new tenant. There will be some painting and cleaning 
done, which will,  hopefully, be ready for the middle of  October.  
 
The group is still involved with “Hands on Heritage” and will continue to try to  
keep our heritage, historic buildings and areas intact for future generations. 
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“Campbell valley country  

Celebrations, September 18-19, 2013” 

{by kay mccomish}  

 
Each year the Langley Heritage Society sets up a display tent at the Country  
Celebrations to showcase the heritage homes that have either been restored by 
the Society, or are in the Society’s present care. This year an information table 
was included for the “Hands on Heritage” project. This initiative was launched to 
garner support against the Township’s decision to vary the by-laws to allow a 
three-storey building in the heritage conservation area of  Fort Langley. 
  
Although the attendance at the park was down this year, the Society’s  
displays were viewed by many visitors, who gave us lots of  positive feedback. 
 
Photograph above: Lynda Lightfoot and Toots Tucker manage the display  
tent for the Country Celebration. Photograph courtesy of  Ted Lightfoot.  



Langley Heritage 

Society 2013-2014  

Speaker Schedule 
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Members’ meetings occur 
on the fourth Tuesday of  
each month at 7:30pm at 
historic Milner Chapel,  
located at 6716 - 216th 
Street. Stay for social time, 
coffee & refreshments after. 
 

September 24, 2013 
Glennis Zilm 

Nursing in Early B.C. 
 

October 22, 2013 
Larry Jacobsen 

Memories of  the Kootenies  
 

November 15, 2013 
Douglas Day Potluck 

John Aldag 
Fort Langley’s Fort 

 
January 28, 2014 
John MacDonald 

Kennedy Trail 
 

February 25, 2014 
Francis Mansbridge 

West Vancouver Growth 
 

March 25, 2014 
John Gordon 

Local Nature Photography 
 

April 18, 2014 
Annual General Meeting 

Michael Kluckner 

Upcoming Meetings 
 

{October 22, 2013 - Members’ Meeting} 
 
Author, former miner and October presenter 
Larry Jacobsen interviewed 100 current and 
former residents of  this mining and logging 
town for his book, “Salmo Stories: Memories of  
the Kootenays.” Books will be available for  
purchase after the presentation for $35.00. 
 

{November 15, 2013} 
Douglas Day Potluck 

  
Supporters & Suppliers 

 

LHS wishes to express our gratitude to our 
supporters who contribute to our projects. We 
recommend and encourage our members to 
support these trades people and suppliers. 
  

Clark Drilling Services 
604-534-9941 

 
Bob McPherson (Electrician) 

604-530-8715 
 

Terry Tokiwa (Plumbing) 
604-533-1983 

 
Industrial Plastics & Paint 

604-533-6677 
 

A-1 Glass, Aldergrove 
604-856-6550 

 
Charlie Ness (Plumbing/Renovation) 

604-626-2911 
 

DJ Hockin Painting and Decorating (Dave) 
604-850-8520 


