
 

President’s Message 

{September 2014} 

 
Welcome to fall 2014. I hope you have enjoyed the summer 
and will be joining us for this year’s events and activities.  
 
We wish to thank all our tenants for their work in  
maintaining our properties. As a group advocating for  
heritage preservation, we enjoy strong community  
support for our role in caring for these landmark sites. 
Our volunteers at Canada Day and Country Celebrations 
get to experience the gratitude of  large numbers of   
supporters of  our work. I wish to thank Sharon Johnson 
for refreshing our display panels, which we used at these 
events this summer.   
 
The summer has been busy with activities at the CN  
Station, which had many visitors. We dealt with road work 
at the station as well as building maintenance and a new 
roof  for the railcar. I want to thank everyone who helped 
at the station as I was concentrating my efforts on  
completing the Lattimer House project. This project grew 
to include moving one of  the Noel Booth store  
buildings to the site.  
 
It has been rewarding to continue our partnerships with 
the Willoughby Hall, the BC Farm Museum, the Langley 
Centennial Museum, and the many art groups which we 
work with.   

We hope that you will attend the first meeting of  this  
season on September 23 and the Lattimer Open House on 
October 1. 
 
Fred Pepin 
LHS President 
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“looking at Langley history: 

The omelaniec  families” 

{with Maureen Pepin}  

 

The Omelaniec families came to Langley from Chereshowa, Poland, now Belarus, in stages, 
starting with Vera Omelaniec, who arrived in 1927. Vera landed in Winnipeg and then went 
on to Vancouver. She married Mike Kerchuk in 1930 and they had two children, Lepa and 
Katherine. It was she who came out to Aldergrove in the 1930s and found property for her 
mother and siblings to move to when they came in 1937. Maria (Vera’s Mother) and her two 
sons, Mike and Nick, and other daughter Elsie left Poland in 1937 and settled at 1724 - 272nd 
Street where they built a small house near Bertrand Creek. Once they were settled, Vera 
went back to Vancouver. Mike worked in logging camps and Nick went to work in Cloverdale 
on a chicken farm.   
 
Maria’s other son, Steve, and his wife Vera (nee Ozarko) were married in 1938 and emigrated 
to Canada in October of  1938. They travelled by boat to England, across the Atlantic to 
Montreal, by train to Abbotsford and finally by taxi to join the rest of  the family on 272nd 
Street in Aldergrove. In 1946, Steve and Vera moved to 2437 - 272nd Street where Steve 
started a tile manufacturing business named Aldergrove Cement Tile Products. Besides his 
work in the chicken business, the scrap yard business, and in logging camps, Steve regularly 
made three foot diameter tiles that were used by well diggers and for drainage for many years 
in the area. Steve and Vera had four children: Nadia (married Harold Cooper), George 
(married Wihemina), Nick, and Valentina. Steve died in 1989, but the rest of  the family still 
lives in the Aldergrove area.   
 
Meanwhile, Jacob and Nettie (nee Rudliewich) Omelaniec were married in 1934 in 
Shereshevo, and arrived in Aldergrove in July of  1936, along with Jacob’s father Alexander 
and their son Mike, then six months old. Jack and Alexander built a small cabin (12 x 13) on 
the property at 1976 - 272nd Street (40 acres of  bush), while the family lived under a maple 
tree. It never rained until the day the cabin was ready, but when Nettie saw all that bush, she 
is reported to have said, “Oh God, do we really have the strength?” Like many immigrants, 
the Omelaniecs knew no English, and the task of  clearing the land seemed overwhelming.  
For four years, Jack worked in a logging camp, sending home his salary of  $2 per day. Nettie 
cared for the family and garden, and milked seven cows, selling the milk to help out. They 
had two more children, Sam in 1938 and Lucy (later Manley) in 1945. 
 
When he was in Poland, Jack had worked as a tile maker, so it wasn’t long before he began  
a side business making concrete well and drainage tiles for his neighbours. In 1945, the  
family moved to Langley to begin a tile plant. Most of  the timbers for the original building 
were felled by hand on the Aldergrove farm and milled at Sid Jude’s mill near the Langley 
airport.  They also built a small apartment block on Fraser Highway. Nettie says that in  
one month she varnished 88 doors, 45 windows, and painted six kitchen cabinets. The  
Langley Tile Company soon became a very large and successful business in Langley.  
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B e s i d e s  t h e  h e l p  f r o m  A l e x a n d e r ,  J a c k  s o o n  h a d  h e l p  f r o m  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  S a m  a n d  M i k e ,  

Besides the help from Alexander, Jack soon had help from his children, Sam and Mike, who 
started working in the tile plant when they were very young. Sons of  Mike later joined the 
company during the 80s - Michael, Mark, Kevin, and Jason. A more modern plant was built 
on Logan Avenue in Langley in 1983 on land bought from Charlie Logan for $500. Recently, 
the Logan Avenue plant was torn down except for the head office which has remained in 
Langley, while the main plant is now in Chilliwack. Besides the regular three foot diameter 
tiles and  concrete pipe,  the plant now produces a variety of  pre-cast products including  
square tiles (8 x 12) used as box culverts.  

 
Sam married Pam Hulton, and they have four children - Tammy Omelaniec, Catherine 
McLean, Robin McLean, and John McLean. Mike died in 2003, and Sam and Pam are now 
retired. 
 
One of  Sam’s charity projects in 1986 was donating an automatic (Eckel, built in 1957)  
concrete plant, including tools, electric attachments, etc. With the help of  many businessmen 
in Langley, a complete tile-making plant was set up for making tiles from eight inches to 
eighteen inches in diameter. This was done through Oxfam to Nicaragua (Puerto Cavezas). 
 
 

Johnston medallion returns home 

 

“It isn’t a phone call you receive every day,” Langley Centennial Museum Curator Kobi 
Christian stated, looking at the museum’s newest acquisition: a bronze medallion featuring 
the name of  Langley’s Arthur Thomas Johnston.  

 
The medallions were memorial plaques issued after World War I to the next-of-kin of 
killed British Empire service personnel. Because of  the bronze colour and the somber reason 
for the medallions, they came to be known as the “Dead Man’s Penny.” 
 
In early 1914, with war not yet declared, Murrayville store keeper Art Johnston had  
helped to organize and train a group of  military-minded men known as the “Langley  
Volunteers.” Many of  these men went on to service in the Canadian Expeditionary Forces. 
Johnson was sent overseas and died in the French trenches in 1916. 
 
Julie Clements of  the West Vancouver Legion found the item in their collection, but did  
not know how it had come to be there. She did some research and learned that Johnston  
was a Langley resident, and realized that it needed to return to Langley, Johnston’s home. 
She contacted Christian, who noted that the Langley Centennial Museum only had one  
other, in the name of  Langley’s Francis Hubert Read. 

 
After the war, Langley streets were renamed for those who had lived here and been  
killed in the war. The Johnston Townline Road was named in his honour (now 216th  
Street through Milner and Murrayville). In addition, trees were planted along the  
renamed street in honour of  the men, and Johnston’s tree still stands at the corner of   
216th Street and Glover Road in Milner. Several years ago, the Langley Heritage Society  
placed markers at the bases of  the remaining trees in commemoration.  
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“moving day at the CN station” 

{By Diane Simpson} 
 

I have described the jobs for the agent, but I left the most essential one until last. My mother 
played an important role in the comfort of  our family with the constant moves we made. 
 

These moves were desired, not required, for lots of  reasons: a better salary, larger town, a 
better school; but, the method was the same. The agent would bid on a station that came  
up for bid and he wished to move to. All the applications from the province would be  
reviewed, and the agent with the most seniority would get the station. When the  
decision was made, no time was lost at all. Dad would have to go on his own, get a  
short introduction to the duties, and go to work immediately. Mom and the family then  
arranged the move. This was so exciting for my brother and me, but not so much for Mom. 
 

Her first chore was finding a male person to buy some beer for the Section Men who would 
be asked to move our furniture from the station into the allotted boxcar. Women were not  
allowed in beer parlours in Saskatchewan in those times. Mother, being a teetotaller, would 
never have darkened the door of  those “smelly dens of  iniquity” in any case. The next chore 
was having the men get the wooden piano box from the freight shed and engineer the big old 
Heinzman into it. By this time Mom and I would have packed all the dishes and small things, 
clothes, bedding, etc. and the rest of  our bits and pieces would be loaded into the  
boxcar and closed. Then Mom breathed a prayer asking that the boxcar not be “humped” on 
some siding and that all the contents would arrive safely. We then took the train to the new 
town, and stayed overnight, usually in rooms over a café or a hotel if  there was one. 
 

Mom’s first job at the station was clearing the cupboards and rooms of  mice or any other 
critters seeking shelter, and washing down the kitchen. Then we all got busy unpacking and 
making a home again. A day or two later, all the ladies from the ACW or UCW would come 
for tea. We moved once in April when the town was a sea of  mud, and while the ladies were 
inside having tea, our little dog had a fine time with all the muddy galoshes on the porch, 
strewing them all over the town. My brother and I had to search until dark for them all, 
helped by the dog who couldn’t understand his sudden drop in popularity. What a day! 
 

The best part was the first Saturday in a new town. My brother and I would go downtown 
that day and count all the teams tied up to the hitching posts at intervals in front of  the 
wooden sidewalks. The farm families would be shopping, visiting and collecting mail.  
We could then see how many children were likely to be in the school, and how good the 
farming was in the area – all kinds of  things one could divine from reading horses and teams. 
Chaucer’s descriptions of  horses and pilgrims in Canterbury Tales comes to mind when  
I remember our observations. Certainly not as literate, but colourful nonetheless. 
 

Mom’s Rules for getting acquainted in a new town seldom varied, and even after I was married 
(along with a ton of  other advice), they have remained in my memory.  These  rules included:  
 

 Always join the Ladies Aid, The A.C.W. and probably the Red Cross Women, the 
I.O.D.E. and any other community organizations in the town. Do not get on any boards, 
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 but volunteer as often as you can. You meet the nicest people in town in the kitchen.  
 Always solicit for the C.N.I.B. or the Red Cross because people are always more 

 generous when you are a newcomer.  
 Be sure to mix and mingle when a group from another town is invited, because if  you 

stand in a clump with those you know, it seems unfriendly and parochial.  
 An odd one was, never wear a fancier hat than the Minister’s wife. I never recall seeing a 

Minister’s wife, or Mom either, in a fancy hat in those days.  
 The last one, and really, the most important, was never to gossip because everyone  

in a little place is probably related. You will get into trouble you can’t ever fix. 
 

“Down By The Station” 

{By Bays Blackhall} 
 

The CN station site continues to be a popular destination for tourists and local families, even 

though Mavis Street, to the south, has been torn up for repaving. Over 100 visitors have been 

recorded almost every day. Thanks to Olivia, the tireless Gerry Landsman, and our  

volunteers, everything has been going smoothly. Thank goodness we saved the threatened 

Satomi Dogwoods and the old Fir, thanks to Fred (LHS President), Elaine Horricks 

(supervisor of  the TOL Arts and Heritage) and Charlie Epp (head of  TOL Engineering). 

 

After Labour Day, the site is open on weekends until Thanksgiving. FLAG, however, will be 

part of  the Fort Langley Studio Tours and will be open the last two weekends in September. 

 

We look forward to next spring, when all the road work will be completed and our station 

site can get back to normal. Our thanks to Gerry, who has been keeping everything going, 

and to all the volunteers and Olivia for coping with what has been a rather difficult season. 

 

The Station Committee: Gerry Landsman, Chair - Lotte Elias, Treasurer - Bays  

Blackhall, coordinator - Bob Puls and Ted Lightfoot, maintenance - Mike Frost, LHS rep - 

Fred Pepin, Building and Site supervisor - Baggage Room FLAG Gallery  

representative, Margo Harrison - Tennant/Caretaker, Gareth and Kaity Abreo. 

“I Do” exhibit @ white rock museum 
 

“I Do! The Wedding Stories of  White Rock” takes a look at 12 couples who have called 

White Rock and the Semiahmoo Peninsula home at some point in their lives. From a few 

months of  marriage to several decades, each couple shares their secrets to nuptial bliss. For 

some, it is the gesture of  kindness. For others, it is the importance of  financial planning and 

stability for the long run… In addition, many of  the brides have loaned their gowns for  

visitors’ enjoyment. From a 1950s blue dress suit to a poufy 80s number, [they’ve] got it all! 

The exhibit will run from September 6 to October 13, 2014 and admission is by donation. 

Visit the White Rock Museum and Archives at 14970 Marine Drive, White Rock, BC. Call 

604-541-2230 for details.   



Langley Heritage 

Society 2014-2015  

Speaker Schedule 

 

Upcoming  

Meetings & Events 
 

{September 23, 2014} 
Robert Mackay - WW1 & Canadian Calvary 
Robert Mackay spent 10 years in the Canadian 
navy in destroyers and submarines. Robert, 
who has taught school and practised law,  
became a published author with Soldier of  the 
Horse, set in the Canadian cavalry in WWI. His 
book will be available on sale for $13 (regularly 
$19.95). His new thriller, set in a Canadian  
submarine, will also be for sale at the meeting. 
 

{October 1, 2014} 
Lattimer Open House 

In 2012, LHS 
negotiated with 
the Township 
of  Langley to 
l e a s e  a n d  
restore the  
Lattimer House. 
“The retention 
of  this building 
is important to maintain the historic character 
of  Milner,” explained President, Fred Pepin. 
 
The house restored home will host an open 
house for the members of  the Langley Heritage 
Society to view this lovely little character home 
(circa 1910) before it is occupied. 
 

Where: 6716 Glover Road, Milner (next to 
Milner Chapel on 216th Street) 

When: Wednesday, October 1st, 2:00 - 4:00 pm 

Details: Call Rosemary at 604-534-2338 or 
email info@ langleyheritage.ca 

6 

Members’ meetings occur  
on the fourth Tuesday of  
each month at 7:30pm at  
historic Milner Chapel,  
located at 6716 - 216th 
Street. Stay for social time, 
coffee & refreshments after. 
 

September 23, 2014 
Robert Mackay 

WW1 & Canadian Calvary 
 

October 28, 2014  
Julie Ferguson 
James Douglas 

 
Sunday, November 16, 2014 

Douglas Day Potluck 
Location: Willoughby Hall 

Jean Barman 
Fort Langley 

 
January 27, 2015 

Gwen Settle 
WRENs of  the 1960s 

 
February 24, 2015 

Cam Cathcart 
Vancouver’s Roedde House  

Museum and Family 
 

March 24, 2015 
Helen Chernoff  Freeman 

Doukhobor Assimilation in 
British Columbia 

 
April TBA, 2015 

Annual General Meeting 

 


